
BY DENISE SPRANGER

STORIES 
FROM OUR 
FAMILY TREE

Survival has depended on our ability to adapt and renew, our 
“growth-rings” measured by the impact we make in the world.

As a school on the forefront of conservation, ecology, and 
sustainability, we’ve weathered our share of storms over the years—
and endured more than one economic drought. Sometimes those 
challenges required restructuring, reorganizing, and even renaming 
ourselves.

But at our core, it is our community—our alumni, students, and 
faculty—that keeps our roots strong, and our eyes open to the story 
that is constantly unfolding. 

CONSERVATION
This summer, we asked intern DeMario Longmire to help us honor 
that story through the histories of our alumni. 

A natural researcher at heart, he began with the archives at 
the university’s Bentley Historical Library. Sifting through troves of 
newspaper clippings, encased photos, and documents, Longmire 
found much to pique his interest. 

“In the end,” he says, “the richest resources were the voices of 
the alumni themselves.” 

Over several months, Longmire interviewed 31 alumni from 
multiple generations and fields of study. In conversations that 
often lasted the better part of an hour, he asked them to share their 
experiences and insights. 

Mapping their responses on his poster-sized legal pads, 
Longmire found commonalities among what many alumni valued 
most at SNRE.

“A love for the outdoors was universal for the earlier alumni,” 
says Longmire, “and they appreciated that it was a small school in 
a large university. They felt it was a place where ‘everyone knew 
everyone.’” 

Longmire adds that the faculty was central to their 
memorable experiences. “Alumni recall their professors not only 
as leading intellectual voices in their fields, but also as dedicated 
transformational leaders who paved opportunities for their students’ 
careers. Many spoke of long-lasting mentorship relationships.”

The story of SNRE began in a forest. If you could see a cross section of our family tree, 
you’d find the growth-rings earned through winters harsh or mild, rains that fell or failed 
to fall, and summers of abundant sunlight. 
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One fond memory shared by most was Camp Filibert Roth. “Those 
seemed to be magical days for many alumni,” says Longmire with a smile. 
“Lots of hard work, but plenty of camaraderie. And everyone seems to 
remember the challenge of the Woody Plants course.”

Those were the days when students like John Bassett (AB, ’49, BSF 
’51,  MF, ’52, PhD ‘61) worked in Stinchfield Woods—for a whopping 35 
cents an hour. Bassett was just as proud to be on the planning committee 
for the Paul Bunyan Ball, an event where “plaid shirts” were the appropriate 
formal attire.

Longmire admits that he listened to some difficult memories as well. 

Carroll Williams (BSF, ’55), pictured in photo above, had ranked in the 
top ten-percent of his high school class when he was denied admission 
to SNRE based on low grades. When he discovered that a white student—
with lower rankings—had been accepted, he raised the issue and was 
subsequently admitted “with apologies.” Though Williams made no 
accusation of racism and continues to value his education at SRNE, we can 
only speculate how many more students of color might have been among 
our successful alumni today. As for Williams, he went on to be a US marine, 
a lecturer at Yale, and a professor at UC Berkeley.

SUMMER 1951 CAMP FILIBERT ROTH

TOP ROW: STEVE DUNLAP, JOHN MORGAN, - WILLIAMS, NEAL CLEE, 
RICHMOND, HANK GALUSHA, DAVE WEST, BOB HEINZ, PAUL DRIESBACH, 
ART WIMPENNY, POTTER, TOM SMITHBERGER, CAMP COOKS

SECOND ROW: ERIKSON , JOHN FERRELL, JOHN CZEMERYS, MIKE LEACH, 
“MOLDY” WILLIAMSON, GEORGE OWERS, DICK HAAS, CARROL WILLIAMS, 
GORDY STEVENSON

THIRD ROW: PAUL BERNARDINE, LOGLAR, JOHN REIS, DAVE RIDGEWAY, 
BOB BOWMAN, BROOKS, ED PESZYNSKI, DAVE MYNOTT, MAC MCQUINN, 
TOM GLASS, BOB NORY, ELMER WEGNER, DR. GRAHAM, FRANK MURRAY

FOURTH ROW: STEVE BANASH, STAN SMITH, JIM WARD, ROY WHITMORE, 
UNKNOWN, KEITH THOMAS, MIKE EBER, ALDON, DAVIS MCGREGOR, “BIRD 
LEGS” BOB FARMER, TOM HOLIDAY

FIFTH ROW: TED HERMAN, RICK HERRMANN, ED TUCKER, SMITH, CHUCK 
LONEGAN, JIM SCHAAK, DON KETTENBEIL, “SMOKEY BEAR” KUNESH, JIM 
GUINTOLI

SIXTH ROW: “WOODSY” LINDER, HANK MELTON, DAVE SHILLING, TOM 
KUEHL, CRAWFORD, DICK MASON

BOTTOM ROW: MEL MCGONNA, CASEY, TOM PREMRASAMI, HANK 
FOSTER, DAVE YATES, SANFORD SCHEMNITZ, JENE KRUSE, JOHN CAROW, 
FRED NEWSTEAD, JOHN LEAN, UNKNOWN
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Women at SNRE also represented a small minority in the 1950s and early 
60s. Fortunately, the women Longmire spoke with remembered a supportive 
atmosphere at the school. “We would hang out and study together,” said 
Carol Kopack (BS, ’63), “I felt like a sister of the guys.” After graduation, 
some of those early alumnae would be among the first women to make an 
impact in the environmental fields.

In addition to her research, Jean MacGregor (BS, ‘67, MS, ’71) helped 
to write the definitional paper of Environmental Education along with the 
late Professor William Stapp, recognized as the founder of the field. She 
currently teaches Environmental Education in the masters program at 
Evergreen State College in Washington State.

Graduating just a year before MacGregor, Sara Segal (BS, ’66, MS, ’69) 
volunteered  in Israel and Palestine, helping students form cross-cultural 
connections through environmental education.

Though her years at SNRE were indeed positive, Segal admits that the 
experience was different for women. Not invited to attend Camp Filibert 
before 1969, women were similarly excluded from the Society of Les 
Voyageurs—the university student organization highly favored by SNRE 
students—until 1972. 

INNOVATION
Amid the cultural sea change of the 1960s and ‘70s, the environmental 
movement broke new ground, inspiring a generation—already marching 
for civil rights, women’s rights, and an end to the Vietnam War—to demand 
the protection of the planet. As environmental teach-ins sprang up across 
the country, the largest and most visible were held at the U-M Ann Arbor 
campus, along with its first celebration of Earth Day. 

In 1967—long after his hourly job in Stinchfield Woods—Bassett was 
teaching his first classes at SNRE. He recalls the campus unrest of those years, 
as well as a disconcerting attitude among his students.  

“Now you had students who didn’t believe in cutting down a single 
tree,” he said, “and definitely weren’t interested in managing the process—
even though they were students in forestry.”

Bill Hyde (MS, ’75, PhD, ’77) relates his experience as a student during 
those years. He had served four years in the military before entering graduate 
school, and recalls that the ideas of the environmental movement were 
“common conversation” during class. He himself was involved in campus 
activism and a member of Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW). 

Longmire’s eyes grow wide as he describes one of the organization’s 
notable protests. “In collaboration with the football team,” he says, “VVAW 
actually surrounded the stadium during a game.”

Michael O’Day (BS, ’71) recounts that there was “something of a 
divide” in the school during the rise of the environmental movement. There 
was also a divide between the institution and its alumni, many of whom felt 
that their alma mater was changing too rapidly. In response, Sharon Miller, 
(BS, ‘52, MF, ‘56) sought to mend those broken relationships by helping to 
form the first Alumni Society of SNR. 

If the ’60s and ’70s erupted like a sudden downpour, the 1980s were a 
lightning strike at SNRE. Having endured the recession of the past decade, 
the school was once again threatened by university budget cuts—launching 
yet another wave of restructuring and reprioritizing. 

But by then, SNRE alumni were out in force, and their contributions were 
making impacts around the globe. Brian Day (MS, ’77), who has worked in 
over 30 countries and in every state in the US, reported that SNRE alumni had 
a presence in nearly every environmental organization that he encountered. 

A NEW HOME FOR HISTORY
Honoring our history is a valued tradition at SNRE, 
so we wanted to make it easier for you to enjoy 
the stories of your fellow alumni. Currently, we’re 
developing a new home on our website for stories 
we’ve collected in the past—and those we will 
continue to gather in the future. Among those 
stories, you’ll find more excerpts from DeMario 
Longmire’s conversations with alumni, as well as 
notes from our archived collections. 

We hope you’ll visit our refreshed website this fall 
to explore more of our history, news and events.

 LES VOYAGUERS STUDENTS AND ALUMNI, 2009
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CONTINUOUS GROWTH 
As these stories reveal, our school has evolved 
continuously throughout the years, renewing its 
name to reflect its nature. In 2017, we anticipate a 
name-change that will express how we’ve grown—
and how we will thrive—in the new millennium. 



SUDENTS GATHER ON THE DIAG DURING THE 1970 EARTH DAY / ENACT

SHIRLEY AND SHARON MILLER VISIT, 2016

CONNECTION
As Longmire reviews the notes from his 31 conversations with alumni, he 
shares his own reflections on what he’s learned through the project.

“All of the alumni spoke so positively about the school,” he says, “and 
ultimately, what the school enabled them to accomplish.

“But I did hear a sense of loss from some of those involved in the 
earlier forestry program. It was as if their work has been forgotten.”

Longmire views it differently. He holds deep respect for the 
conservation efforts of the first half of the 20th century. But having been 
born in 1994, he was taught that environmentalism and sustainability were 
natural—even inevitable—outcomes of those efforts. Fundamentally, he 
agrees with his mentor on the project, alumnus Sharon Miller: The school 
must change to survive in a changing world.

“For me, the story of SNRE is less about divisions and more about 
connections,” he says, “and seeing those connections in the larger picture.” 

Or maybe, as one of our early alumni might put it, “It’s being able to 
see the forest for the trees.” 
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